4o6         MOHAMMEDAN THEORIES OF FINANCE

payers and more beneficial to the Moslems. The view gen-
erally accepted is that it is collected at one time at the end
of the year.1 This is also the opinion of al-Shafi'i, and the
Malikites.2

The jizyah Is canceled by conversion to Islam, by death,
and, according to Abu Hanifah, also by non=collection
(tadakhul). It is canceled by conversion to Islam, because
the dhimmi after this can serve in person for the de-
fence of the state. According to Abu Yusuf and Muham-
mad Ibn al-Hasan, the jizyah, like other debts, is collected
even if it has been allowed to remain uncollected for many
years. Abu Hanifah's argument in support of the con-
trary view is that the jizyah is imposed by way of punish-
ment, and, like other penalties imposed for the sake of God,
it is canceled if allowed to fall into arrears. Besides, from
the Moslem standpoint, the jizyah is a financial aid to the
state in lieu of the bodily assistance every citizen is obliged
to tender for the defence of the state, and in collecting the
tax for only one year the meaning (mafna) of assistance is
realized. Moreover, the main object in levying the tax is
the subjection of infidels to humiliation and this object is
secured by collecting the tax for the current year only and
letting that of the former years lapse.3

According to the Shafiites,4 conversion or death are a
bar to the jizyah only as regards the future, but such part of
it as has already accrued is collected. According to the
Malikites,5 they constitute a bar even as regards arrears.

When the jizyah is collected from the dhimmi he is
obliged to stand while the collector is seated, and he must

1 Mabsut, part x, p. 82.
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4 Minhdj, vol. iii, p. 280.
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